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National Youth Traffic Safety Month 2012
The New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition, with funding from The Allstate Foundation, is awarding grants to youth groups that implement teen safe driving activities during April and May 2012 for National Youth Traffic Safety Month. 
It’s easy to get involved! All you need to do is select a week to raise awareness of teen safe driving practices by holding “Teen Crashes GTG (Got to Go)” activities at your school. Review the activities outlined in this book and choose those that work for your school. Have fun organizing and hosting your selected activities. Then report back and you will be awarded $200.00!

To get started, complete the Registration Form in this guide and e-mail it to nyteensafedriving@gmail.com by April 15. Hold teen safe driving activities during April or May 2012, then complete and e-mail the Report Form in this guide by May 31, along with a few photos, and your group will receive $200.00 for participating. More importantly, you will be sharing vital information about safe driving that can save the lives of your friends and family.
Why Teen Crashes GTG?

Traffic crashes are the #1 killer of teens in New York and in the United States. To help protect teen drivers and those with whom they share the road, the New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition has created the Teen Crashes GTG program to bring important information to your school about teen safe driving. This program, in conjunction with National Youth Traffic Safety Month, is your opportunity to educate teens and parents about staying safe behind the wheel. 
The need for this program is clear:
· Teens have the highest crash rate of any age group in New York. 

· In 2010, 156 people were killed in crashes involving teen drivers in New York.

· Over the past five years, crashes involving teen drivers in New York have claimed over 1,000 lives.

· Nationally, since 2000, more than 85,000 people have been killed in crashes involving teen drivers.

Need More Information about Participating in Teen Crashes GTG?

Who: Schools and youth groups, such as student councils, athletic teams, FCCLA, 4-H, Campfire, SADD - any youth group at your school, church or community that cares about teen traffic safety! 


What: Implement traffic safety awareness activities listed in this Teen Crashes GTG guide, including the “Act Out Loud Yearbook ,” during April and May 2012 for National Youth Traffic Safety Month! 

Where: Your school and community!
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Why: To raise awareness of teen safe driving principles – and provide information that will help new and prospective drivers to avoid crashes and save lives!
How: Grab your friends, read this guide and get started!   

Registration Form
National Youth Traffic Safety Month 2012
Teen Crashes GTG

E-mail completed form to: nyteensafedriving@gmail.com by April 15, 2012.
Name of School: __________________________________________________________________

Name of Lead Organization: _________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________ State: ______  Zip: ______________________

Adult Contact: ___________________________________ E-mail:___________________________

Title: ______________________ Phone:________________________________________________  

Student Contact: _________________________________  E-mail:____________________________

Title: ______________________ Phone: ________________________________________________  
Our organization plans to complete the following activities (activities are described in this guide) – please check all that apply:
___ Act Out Loud Yearbook - featured Facebook activity
___ Caption Competition

___ Door Decorating Contest
___ Chalk the Block
___ Wii Work Against Impaired Driving
___ Catch Those Zs
___ Seat Belts: The KEY to Safety
___ Appreciate a Role at Roll Call

___ Morning Messages

___ School Assembly
___ Information Tables
___ Media Advisory/Press Release
___ Other – please describe______________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Designated week that Teen Crashes GTG will be held: _____________________________

At least 2 activities must be completed. The “Act Out Loud Yearbook” is highly recommended as one of the activities.
The deadline for submitting this Registration Form is April 15, 2012. Events must be completed during April and May 2012. The completed Report Form must be e-mailed to nyteensafedriving@gmail.com by May 30, 2012 to qualify for $200.00 grant.
Report Form
National Youth Traffic Safety Month 2012 
Teen Crashes GTG

E-mail completed form to: nyteensafedriving@gmail.com by May 31, 2012.
Name of School: __________________________________________________________________

*Name of Lead Group:______________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________ State: ______  Zip: ______________________

Adult Contact: ___________________________________ E-mail:___________________________

Title: ______________________ Phone:________________________________________________  

Student Contact: _________________________________  E-mail:____________________________

Title: ______________________ Phone: ________________________________________________  

*Check for participation will be written to “Lead Group” listed above and mailed to address provided.
Our organization completed the following activities - please check all that apply and indicate number of students who participated in each:

___ Act Out Loud Yearbook  (number of students who participated = ____)
___ Caption Competition (number of students who participated = ____)
___ Door Decorating Contest (number of students who participated = ____)
___ Chalk the Block (number of students who participated = ____)
___ Wii Work Against Impaired Driving (number of students who participated = ____)
___ Catch Those Zs (number of students who participated = ____)
___ Seat Belts: The KEY to Safety (number of students who participated = ____)
___ Appreciate a Role at Roll Call (number of students who participated = ____)
___ Morning Messages (number of days announcements were made =____)
___ School Assembly (number of students who participated = ____)
___ Information Tables (number of students who participated = ____)
___ Media Advisory/Press Release – please attach copies of any media coverage
___ Other – please describe and indicated the number of students who participated _____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________
Dates that Teen Crashes GTG activities were held: ___________

Did you complete the “Act Out Loud Yearbook” Activity? _________

Are you submitting photos electronically? ________ 

· Activities must be completed during April and May 2012.

Completed Report Forms, with photos attached, must be must be emailed to nyteensafedriving@gmail.com by May 30, 2012 to qualify for grant funding.
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About the New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition 
and the National Safety Council

Who we are:

We are a coalition of concerned individuals who will improve the culture of teen safe driving in New York. We will do this by reducing the number of teens killed and injured in crashes in New York while instilling a lifetime of safe driving attitudes and behaviors among young drivers.

What we do:

Through communications, research and project management support from the National Safety Council and funding from The Allstate Foundation, we will engage, educate and mobilize communities to work collectively to develop and improve safe teen driving programs, practices and activities based on the proven principles of Graduated Driver Licensing. We will strengthen the coalition by seeking out advocacy groups, law enforcement officials, injury prevention groups, public health practitioners, members of the medical community, parents, teens and victims of teen motor vehicle crashes. We will develop a network of youth safety and opinion leaders to champion our message.
The facts:

Teens go from one of the safest modes of transportation – riding in a school bus – to the deadliest – driving in a motor vehicle – seemingly overnight. Motor vehicle crashes involving teen drivers not only kill an average of 11 teens each day, they also kill other drivers, passengers and pedestrians. Motor vehicle crashes are the #1 killer of teens. More teens die in car crashes than the next two leading causes of death combined.

These statistics can be changed. Teens need information and experience to become good drivers. Turning over the keys to young drivers should be done with care and responsibility. Working together, we can ensure that teens learn good driving habits and are prepared to safely take to the road.
For more information and feedback:

Let us know if you plan to participate in the Teen Crashes GTG program by e-mailing your completed Registration Form to nyteensafedriving@gmail.com by April 1, 2012. You will be added to the New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition to stay involved with teen safe driving issues and share best practices.
[image: image2.jpg]/s

afe Driving
@ Allstate. 0 (70 i

Foundation





In New York in 2010, 156 people died in crashes involving teen drivers.1
Teens behind the wheel are inexperienced – and the consequences can be deadly for public safety.

· Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for New York’s teens, claiming an average of 123 New York teen lives every year.2
· More than 15 crashes involving drivers ages 15 to 20 occur each day.3
· More than two-thirds of fatalities are occupants of other vehicles, pedestrians and teens’ passengers.4
Teens face considerable risks as new drivers.

· Just one passenger increases teen crash risk by 48%. That risk grows as more passengers are added.5
· Most fatal teen nighttime crashes happen before 1 a.m. Crash risk is also high in the early morning before school and in the hours immediately after school.6
· Novice drivers’ risk begins to drop with experience. The first 6 to 12 months and 1,000 miles have the highest crash risk.7
· Cell phone use while driving is deadly, and young drivers are more likely to use cell phones behind the wheel and are more likely to be visibly manipulating a phone (including texting).8
Teens only learn to drive by actually driving, 
so minimizing their risk during the learning process is crucial.
This is the idea behind Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL): maximize experience, minimize risks. GDL is proven to be effective at reducing teen drivers’ high crash risk by up to 40%.

GDL is a three-stage licensing system that includes:

1. Learner’s Permit: Teen gains experience driving with a fully licensed adult
2. Provisional/Intermediate License: Teen can drive unsupervised with certain restrictions, including passenger limits and limited nighttime driving
3. Full License: Teen can drive unsupervised and unrestricted after holding a provisional/intermediate license for at least 12 months
Under GDL, teens cannot use cell phones behind the wheel and must buckle up.
1, 3, 4, 8 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2010
2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2009

5 Insurance Institute for Highway Safety

6 University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute

7 Mayhew, Simpson & Pak, 2003
New York’s GDL Law
	Stage 1- Junior Learner Permit


	A teen must be 16 years of age or older to apply for a junior learner permit and must hold the permit for at least 6 months. During this time, the teen must log at least 50 hours of driving practice, with at least 15 hours after sunset. With a junior learner permit, the teen must:

· Only drive with a licensed driver who is at least 21 years old between the hours of 5 a.m. and 9 p.m., and only drive with a parent or guardian or driver education instructor between the hours of 9 p.m. and 5 a.m.

· Only drive with no more than 1 non-related passenger under age 21.
A teen on Long Island may only drive with a parent or guardian or driver education instructor, and may not drive between the hours of 9 p.m. and 5 a.m.

A teen in New York City may only drive in a car with dual controls while holding a junior learner permit.

	Stage 2- Junior License
	To obtain a junior license, a teen must have held a junior learner permit for at least 6 months. With a junior license, a teen has different restrictions depending on where he or she drives in the state.

The restrictions for teens driving in Upstate New York and the Lower Hudson Valley (Westchester, Rockland and Putnam Counties) are as follows:

· A teen may only drive without a supervising driver between the hours of 5 a.m. and 9 p.m.

· A teen may only drive unsupervised between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m. if going directly between home and a school course or work.
· A teen may only carry one non-related passenger under age 21, and must ensure all passengers are buckled up.
The restrictions for teens driving on Long Island (Nassau and Suffolk Counties) are as follows:

· Between the hours of 5 a.m. and 9 p.m., a teen may drive without a supervising driver only directly between home and work, a work-study program or evening course, a driver education course, or while engaged in farm employment. Otherwise, teens must drive with a supervising driver.
· Between the hours of 9 p.m. and 5 a.m., teens may drive without a supervising driver only directly between home and a work-study program or evening course, a driver education course, or while engaged in farm employment.
· Teens may only carry one non-related passenger under age 21.
Teens with a junior driver’s license may not drive within the five boroughs of New York City under any circumstances.

	Stage 3 - Senior License
	The New York Department of Motor Vehicles will automatically issue a senior license at age 18 to teens who have successfully completed the junior learner permit and junior license stages. A senior license may be issued at age 17 to a teen with a junior license who has completed a state-approved high school or college driver education course. Restrictions on where, when and with whom an intermediate driver may drive are lifted once a senior driver license has been received.

	Continuing Restrictions
	No driver in the state of New York may use a handheld cell phone while driving. Parents of new drivers are advised to prohibit the use of hands-free phones as well.


Complete information about New York’s laws and requirements for teen drivers is available through the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles web site at http://www.dmv.ny.gov/youngerdriver.
Teen Safe Driving Resources

Many useful on-line resources provide vital information about teen safe driving. Here are a few that will be helpful as you embark on Teen Crashes GTG and start discussions about teen safe driving with students, parents and community members:
· The Allstate Foundation Teen Driving Program website at www.Allstatefoundation.org/teen-driving contains teen driving facts and information, as well as ways for teens to get directly involved in safe driving activities and advocacy.
· The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) website at www.TakeTheWheel.net is an interactive website by teens for teens.
· The website of the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles (NYS DMV) contains a great deal of useful information for teens in Resources for the Young Driver at http://www.dmv.ny.gov/youngerdriver.  Information about New York’s Graduated Driving License laws is available at NYS DMV - Younger Driver - Graduated License Law at http://www.dmv.ny.gov/youngerdriver/gradLicense.htm. Additionally, a Driver's Manual and Study Guide is available online at http://www.dmv.ny.gov/dmanual/default.html and in DMV offices across the state.
· The National Safety Council’s website, Teen Driving, is available at http://www.nsc.org/safety_road/teendriving/pages/teen_driving.aspx. It contains useful information on Graduated Drivers Licensing and best practices for teen safe driving.
· The Younger Driver Traffic Safety Tool-Kit is a one-stop, on-line resource center for materials useful for traffic safety partners who are working with new and young drivers. It is available at http://www.safeny.ny.gov/SRO-Toolkit/default.html. SafeNY also offers county and state data concerning traffic incidents and young drivers at http://www.safeny.ny.gov/hsdata.htm.
Planning for

Teen Crashes GTG Week
Teen Crashes GTG Planning Guide
The goal of this program is to educate students to make decisions to drive safely. Consider establishing a Teen Crashes GTG committee that may include representatives of school based groups such as FCCLA, 4-H, Student Council and SADD, as well as parents, school administrators and community members.

Getting Started
· Select a week during the months of April or May 2012 to host Teen Crashes GTG activities.
· Get permission and cooperation from your principal and academic advisor(s).
· Select the activities that work best for your school. Samples are provided in this guide. You may want to build your week around a safe driving activity, meeting or assembly that your school may already be holding. This will effectively reinforce the safe driving message.
· Create posters, flyers, school newsletter articles, PSAs and daily announcements to let students, faculty and administration know about Teen Crashes GTG Week and the events you are planning. Be sure to notify your teachers and encourage their participation too.
· Call your local media and invite them as well. Templates for media announcements and press releases are included in this guide. Be sure to discuss this with your principal’s office.
· In your promotional materials, direct students to the New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition Facebook page, where they can post pictures and comments about your events.
· Ask local vendors to donate prizes to be given out to students during the week.
Sample Planning Schedule
MEET: Arrange a meeting with your school’s principal and explain what you are planning to do. Be sure to follow all school rules when conducting this program.

FORM A COMMITTEE: Create a committee that may be led by - or include members of – student groups such as FCCLA, Campfire, SADD, 4-H, Student Council or any student group within your school to form the core of your Teen Crashes GTG committee. The core committee should invite your school’s principal, administration, faculty, community leaders, local law enforcement, parents, and other students to participate as well.

DECIDE WHICH ACTIVITIES TO DO:  The number of activities that you can do is limited only by your time and imagination. This guide includes several suggestions, but you are not limited to these ideas. The following activities are described in detail in this guide:

· Act Out Loud Yearbook  – featured Facebook activity
· Caption Competition
· Door Decorating Contest
· Chalk the Block
· Hold a Wii Contest
· Seat Belt Decorating Contest or Fashion Show
· Catch Those Zs
· Appreciate Law Enforcement
· Morning Announcements
· School Assembly 
· Information Tables
· Media Advisory/Press Releases
THREE WEEKS BEFORE:  Confirm that internal participants (principal, school advisors, et.al.) are on-board and contact outside participants (law enforcement officers, speakers, et.al.) to invite them to be part of your event. Give committee work assignments. Put up Teen Crashes GTG posters. Secure prize donations. Alert the media.
TWO WEEKS BEFORE: Assemble all materials to be given out during the week. Select best place to set up information tables. Update school administrators about your schedule and verify permission for activities with appropriate personnel.
ONE WEEK BEFORE:  Hold a committee meeting to review everyone’s responsibilities. Have a walk-through of the events. Distribute reminder flyers to all administrative and faculty members. Send a press release to local media. Make regular morning announcements to remind students that Teen Crashes GTG activities will be held next week.

SAMPLE TEEN CRASHES GTG WEEK SCHEDULE:
Monday-Friday
· Morning Announcements: Inform students about your Teen Crashes GTG activities and why you’re doing this. Announce any contests – including the  Act Out Loud Yearbook  – and associated prizes. Suggested templates for announcements are provided in this guide. You may want to include a fact(s) presented in the quiz each day until the end of the week. If you are holding a student assembly at which prize winners will be recognized, remind students that they must be present at the assembly to win to help ensure turnout.

· Host an Information Table during all lunch periods.

Monday



· Hand out Traffic Safety Awareness Quizzes in homeroom classes (sample quiz is available on page 16 of this guide).

Tuesday

· Chalk the Block with facts about teen safe driving.

Wednesday

· Hold a Door Decorating Contest, Wii Contest or Seatbelt Decorating Contest (suggested activities are described in detail on pages 27-35) to reinforce messages about teen safe driving.

Thursday


· Collect Traffic Safety Awareness Quizzes – choose the best time for students to turn in their quizzes before school is dismissed on Thursday. Grade the quizzes so that that winner can be announced on Friday – at the school assembly if you are holding one!
Friday




· Hold a School Assembly – a sample agenda is included in this guide. Be sure to announce all contest winners and thank sponsors.
Sample Morning Announcements for Teen Crashes GTG Week
Monday
This is Teen Crashes GTG/Got to Go Week (coordinated by ____________). Traffic crashes are the #1 killer of teens in New York. Each day this week, safety-related facts will be given with morning announcements. These facts will prepare you for the Teen Crashes GTG Quiz (being distributed in Home Room this morning). Turn in your quiz on Thursday and on Friday we will randomly select a winner from the correctly completed Quiz answer sheets. The winner will receive (prize). Please place your answer sheet in the marked boxes located in (the library and the cafeteria). Information about how to prevent teen crashes will also be available at information tables during lunch periods this week. Look for the New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition page on Facebook and “like” our Teen Crashes GTG event. 

If you are having any other sort of contest, assembly, roll-over or other major event, announce it here.



The Teen Crashes GTG facts for today are:

· The leading killer of teenagers is auto crashes.
· In New York, motor vehicle crashes accounted for 43% of deaths among 16 and 17 year olds (in 2010).
· Across America, an average of 11 teens die each day in traffic crashes.

· Teens are less likely to wear seat belts than any other age group, which is a major reason for teen vehicular death.

Tuesday
During Teen Crashes GTG week, talk to your parents to see how much they know about New York’s Graduated Licensing (GDL) laws. Go to the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles web page (http://www.dmv.ny.gov/youngerdriver/gradLicense.htm) to find out more and start the discussion. While you’re on-line, look for the New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition page on Facebook and “like” the Teen Crashes GTG event.   

The Teen Crashes GTG facts for today are:
· According to New York’s Graduated Licensing (GDL) laws, you need to be at least 16 years old to obtain a junior permit. You must hold the junior permit for at least 6 months to qualify for a junior license.
· Most new drivers who fail their road tests are not adequately prepared. You are required to log at least 50 hours of driving practice, with at least 15 hours at night, before taking the test.
· If you have a junior license, you are legally prohibited from driving between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m., unless you are traveling to or from work or school. And “school” means an educational function - coming home from a school dance or athletic event after hours is prohibited.
Please note: Schools in New York City and Long Island will need to adjust/supplement these facts to account for regional GLD restrictions on junior permits and junior licenses.
Wednesday
The Teen Crashes GTG facts for today are:
· Sleep-related crashes are most common among young people. One study found that more than half of fall-asleep crashes involved people 25-years-old or younger.

· Two-thirds of teens killed in fatal crashes were not wearing seat belts.

· The use of safety belts in your car can help reduce the risk of fatal injury by 60 percent.

Thursday
The Teen Crashes GTG facts for today are:

· The first driving ability to be affected by alcohol is judgment.
· Getting a DUI (Driving Under the Influence) on your license can stop you from being admitted to the university of your choice, from entering certain branches of the military, and will permanently remain on your record.
· You are 4 times more likely to be hit by a drunk driver at night than during the day.

Friday
Today there will be a Teen Crashes GTG assembly program at (time). We will have special guests in the school throughout the day for this event. Please join us in the auditorium at (time) for a special presentation and the announcement of the prize winners. 
The Teen Crashes GTG facts for today are:
· One in every six crashes is caused by a distracted driver.
· Distraction is a factor in 16% of all traffic fatalities.

· For a 17 year old driver, 3 additional passengers in the car increase the risk of a crash more than 300%.
· No driver in the state of New York may use a handheld cell phone while driving.
Following 

Monday
The Teen Crashes GTG Committee wants to thank the entire student body for participating in Teen Crashes GTG activities last week.  Your attentiveness throughout this very emotional program is to be commended. Teen Crashes GTG was brought to you by (school name) (lead organizing group).
Teen Crashes GTG 
Quiz
(please circle your answers and submit to ______________ by _______)

1.  
The leading killer of teenagers is:



A. Suicide


B. Drug related

C. Auto crashes

 2.
Under New York’s Teen Driving Law, how many supervised hours must you drive while under a junior learner’s permit to obtain your driver’s license? 



 A. 45



B. 50



C. 60
3.
Who is least likely to wear seatbelts?



A. Adults


B. Senior Citizens
  
C. Teenagers

4.
Three passengers in the car increase the risk of a crash in a car driven by a teen by?



A. 307%


B. 250%


C. 52%

5.
Using seat belts reduces the risk of fatal injury in a crash by how much?

A. 50%


B. 60%


C. 70%
   6.
One in every _______ crashes is caused by a distracted driver.



A. 6



B. 10



C. 20

      7.
The first driving ability to be affected by alcohol is:
A. Coordination

B. Vision


C. Judgment
    8.
According to New York’s Graduated Driver’s License (GDL) law, if you have your junior license you may not drive between which hours, unless driving to or from work or a school course?


A. 1am to 5pm

B. 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.

C. 10 pm to 6 am
*Please note: Different restrictions apply to intermediate drivers in New York City and Long Island. Information about regional restrictions is available at http://www.dmv.ny.gov/youngerdriver/map.htm.

 9.
True or False: In New York State, adults may use handheld cell phones while driving, but teens may not.


A. True


B. False
10.
True or False: Under New York’s Graduated Driver’s License (GDL) law, you can be pulled over for not having your seat belt buckled.
A. True 


B. False
NAME: ____________________________________ GRADE: _______

Teen Crashes GTG 
Quiz Answers

1.  
The leading killer of teenagers is:



A.  Suicide


B.  Drug related

C.  Auto crashes
 2.
Under New York’s Teen Driving law, how many hours must you drive while under a learner’s permit to obtain your driver’s license? 



 A. 45



B.  50



C. 60
3.
Who is less likely to wear seatbelts?



A.  Adults


B.  Senior Citizens

C. Teenagers

4.
Three passengers in the car increase the risk of a crash in a car driven by a teen by?



A. 307%


B.  250%


C.  52%

5.
Using seat belts reduces the risk of fatal injury in a crash by how much?

A. 50%


B.  60%


C.  70%
   6.
One in every _______ crashes is caused by a distracted driver.



A. 6



B.  10



C.  20

      7.
The first driving ability to be affected by alcohol is:



A.  Coordination

B.  Vision


C. Judgment
    8.
According to New York’s Teen Driving law, if you have your junior license you may not drive between which hours, unless driving to or from work or a school course?



A. 1a.m. to 5p.m.

B.  9 p.m. to 5 a.m.

C.  10 p.m. to 6a.m.
*Please note: Different restrictions apply to intermediate drivers in New York City and Long Island. Information about regional restrictions is available at http://www.dmv.ny.gov/youngerdriver/map.htm

9.
True or False: In New York State, adults may use handheld cell phones while driving, but teens may not.


A. True


B. False
10.  True or False: Under New York’s Graduated Driver’s License (GDL) law, you can be pulled over for not having your seat belt buckled.
A. True 


B. False 
.
Sample Assembly Agenda

Welcome…………………………………………………
Superintendent or Principal

Introductions…………………………………………..…
Sponsoring Group’s Advisor

Student Speaker………….…………………………..…...
How to Die in Seven-Tenths of a Second

Guest Speaker……….…………………..…………………
EMS Paramedic, Emergency Room Nurse, or Law Enforcement Officer

Student Speaker……………………………………………
Please, God, I Can’t Be Dead—I’m Only 17!

Traffic Safety Awareness Quiz Prize………………..….…
Principal or Advisor Announces Winner
Additional Contest Winner(s)….…………………………. 
Students 

Presentations (Poem, Open Letter to Students, Skits, etc.)…  Students

Acknowledgements…………………………………………. Student
Closing Remarks……………………………………………..Principal or Advisor
See Reverse Side for Special Thanks and Acknowledgements

(Use back of agenda to list/thank sponsors, special contributors)

Sample Media Advisory
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Media Alert

[Insert School Name] Hosts Teen Crashes GTG (Got To Go)
 During National Youth Traffic Safety Month 

New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition Works to Reduce Teen Driving Fatalities


WHAT: 
2012 [Insert School Name] Teen Crashes GTG (Got To Go)  

WHEN: 
[Insert Dates] 

WHO: 
The [Insert School] [Sponsoring School Group] and the New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition, funded by The Allstate Foundation and managed by the National Safety Council

WHERE: 
[Insert School Address] 
WHY: 
Every year, more than 5,000 people die in teen-related motor vehicle crashes. New York officials, together with federal leaders, are taking the lead on this very important issue by implementing strict Graduated Driver Licensing legislation and developing an extensive parent education plan. Activities include:

· [Insert Activity]

· [Insert Activity]

· [Insert Activity]

Please visit www.nsc.org/NYteensafedriving for more information

CONTACT: 
If you are planning to attend, have any questions or would like to schedule an interview, please contact:

INSERT SCHOOL Advisor



INSERT SCHOOL


INSERT PHONE NUMBER 



INSERT EMAIL ADDRESS 

Sample Press Release – Version 1
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News Release
For Immediate Release





Contact: [Student Advisor Name]

[Insert Date]







[Insert Title]










[Insert Phone Number]

[Insert email address]

[School Name] Hosts _________ During National Youth Traffic Safety Month

[Insert State] Teen Safe Driving Coalition Works to Reduce Teen Driving Fatalities

[Town, State abbreviation] – Since motor vehicle crashes are the No. 1 killer of teens in the United States, [insert name of school] is hosting Teen Crashes GTG (Got To Go) in the hope of reducing the amount of teen driving-related crashes and saving lives. 

[Name of school] is kicking off its Teen Crashes GTG (Got To Go) campaign by [insert first activity]. Throughout the week, students in the school’s [Sponsoring Activity Group] will [name each activity of the week]. The campaign coincides with National Youth Traffic Safety Month. [Group’s Advisor] [Fill in name] and [Group] students are working in cooperation with [insert names and titles of any committee members other than students] to create this important student traffic safety awareness campaign. Local sponsors include [name all local sponsors, if applicable]. 

[Insert quote from Advisor, school principle, etc.]

More teens die in motor vehicle crashes than the next two leading causes of death – homicide and suicide – combined. Graduated Driver Licensing programs, which minimize common risks teens face while maximizing experience, has helped reduce crashes by 40 percent. GDL consists of seven recommended elements that begin at the learner’s permit phase and end with a full, unsupervised license. Students at [insert school name] can learn about the GDL laws in New York by visiting allstatefoundation.org/teen-driving-laws. 

The New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition has helped organize and spearhead the Teen Crashes GTG (Got To Go) events around the state. The Coalition has provided teachers with a Teen Crashes GTG (Got To Go) guide that includes activities and step-by-step instructions on how to run the campaign in their school/classrooms. 

Schools in 10 other states also will be hosting events. The Allstate Foundation funds Teen Safe Driving Coalitions in nine other states: California, Florida, Illinois, Minnesota, New Jersey, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Texas. There also is a Teen Safe Driving Coalition in Ohio. All coalitions are managed by the National Safety Council. 

[Insert quote from Coalition leader]
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News Release
For Immediate Release





Contact: [Student Advisor Name]

[Following the Events]





[Insert Title]









[Insert Phone Number]

[Insert email address]

(School Name) Holds Teen Crashes GTG Program

(Town, NY)--Students at (School Name) are no different from those in any other school; they all look forward to getting their drivers license and the freedom that comes with it.  They go from one of the safest modes of transportation – riding in a school bus – to the deadliest – driving in a motor vehicle – seemingly overnight. Motor vehicle crashes involving teen drivers not only kill an average of 11 teens each day, they also kill other drivers and pedestrians. Motor vehicle crashes are the number one killer of teens. More teens die in crashes than the next three leading causes of death – homicide, suicide and disease – combined! Turning over the keys to young drivers should be done with care and responsibility; and educating others about teen safe driving principles can help protect our teens. 

The National Safety Council (NSC) and The Allstate Foundation know that with parental involvement, education and support for stronger teen driving systems, teen driving deaths can be significantly reduced. But this cannot happen without support from New York residents, and so New York was selected as one of ten states, the others being California, Florida, Illinois, Maryland, Minnesota, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Texas, to receive an Allstate grant to create awareness activities and materials with the goal of:

· Reducing the number of teens killed or injured in crashes
· Instilling a lifetime of safe driving attitudes and behaviors among young drivers
· Creating a network of concerned individuals to build recognition and awareness as it relates to teen safety behind the wheel
 (School’s Name) Teen Crashes GTG (Got To Go) activities included (list all that you are doing). (Name of the student Advisor), and (student group) worked in cooperation with (list committee members other than students) to create this important student traffic safety awareness campaign. Principal (list name) said, “Get quote.” Local sponsors include (list any local contributors.)
The week culminated in (describe your event: auditorium presentation, roll-over, etc.) on (date) and was attended by the entire school student population. (Get teacher or student quote about the success of the event and add here). 

Sample Student Handouts

for Teen Crashes GTG Week
How to Die in Seven-Tenths of a Second

Do you know what happens after a car going 55 miles per hour hits a solid object?

In the first-tenth of a second, the bumper and grill collapse.

In the second-tenth of a second,  the hood crumbs, rises and strikes the windshield as the spinning rear wheels lift from the ground.  Simultaneously, fenders begin to wrap themselves around the solid object and, although the car’s frame has been halted, the REST OF THE DRIVER’S CAR IS STILL GOING 55 m.p.h.  Instinct causes the driver to stiffen his legs against the crash, and they snap at the knee joint.

During the third-tenth of the second, the steering wheel starts to disintegrate, and the steering column aims for the driver’s chest.

In the fourth-tenth of the second, the two feet of the car’s front end wrecks, while the rear end still is moving at 35 m.p.h.  and the driver’s body is still traveling at 55 m.p.h.

In the fifth tenth of the second, the driver is thrown into the steering column and the blood rushes to his or her lungs.

In the sixth-tenth of the second, the impact has built up so much that the feet are ripped out of tightly-laced shoes.  The brake pedal breaks off.  The car frame buckles in the middle, and the driver’s head bangs into the windshield as the rear wheels, still spinning, fall back to earth.

IN THE SEVENTH-TENTH OF A SECOND, HINGES RIP LOOSE AND THE SEAT BREAKS FREE, STRIKING THE DRIVER FROM BEHIND.  BUT HE OR SHE DOESN’T MIND, BECAUSE HE OR SHE IS ALREADY DEAD, AND THE LAST THREE -TENTHS OF THE SECOND MEANS NOTHING TO HIM OR HER.

Please drive safely and be sure to wear a seat belt.[image: image5.wmf]
Please, God, I Can’t be Dead—I’m Only 17!

The day I died was an ordinary school day.  How I wish I had taken the bus!  But I was too cool for the bus.  I remember how I wheedled the car out of Mom.  “Special favor,” I pleaded.  “All the kids drive.”  When the 2:50 bell rang, I threw all my books in the locker.  I was free until 8:40 tomorrow morning!  I ran to the parking lot, excited about the thought of driving a car and being my own boss.  Free!

It doesn’t matter how the accident happened.  I was goofing off with my friends in the car – going too fast.  Taking crazy chances.  But I was enjoying my freedom and having fun.  The last thing I remember was passing an old lady who seemed to be going awfully slow.  I heard a deafening crash and felt a terrific jolt.  Glass and steel flew everywhere.  My whole body seemed to be turning inside out.  I heard myself scream.

Suddenly, I awakened; it was very quiet.  A police officer was standing over me.  Then I saw a doctor.  My body was mangled.  I was saturated with blood.  Pieces of jagged glass were sticking out all over.  Strange that I couldn’t feel anything.

Hey, don’t pull that sheet over my head.  I can’t be dead.  I’m only 17.  I’ve got a date tonight.  I am supposed to grow up and have a wonderful life.  I haven’t lived yet.  I can’t be dead.

Later I was placed in a drawer.  My folks had to identify me.  Why did they have to see me like this?  Why did I have to look at my Mom’s eyes when she faced the most terrible ordeal of her life?  Dad suddenly looked like an old man.  He told the man in charge, “Yes, he is my son.”

The funeral was a weird experience.  I saw all my relatives and friends walk toward the casket.  They passed by, one by one, and looked at me with the saddest eyes I’ve ever seen.  Some of my buddies were crying.  A few of the girls touched my hand and sobbed as they walked away.

Please….somebody…wake me up!  Get me out of here!  I can’t bear to see my Mom and Dad so broken up.  My grandparents are so racked with grief they can hardly talk.  My brother and sisters are like zombies.  They move like robots!  In a daze, everybody!  Nobody can believe this.  And I can’t believe it, either.

Please don’t bury me!  I’m not dead!  I have a lot of living to do!  I want to laugh and run again.  I want to sing and dance.  Please don’t put me in the ground.  I promise if you give me just one more chance, God, I’ll be the most careful driver in the whole world.  All I want is one more chance.

(“Please, God.  I’m only 17! - from “Dear Abbey”)
Novice Driver Crash Risk Factors
Traffic accident rates for 16 to 19 year old novice drivers are higher than those for any other age group. What causes teenage drivers to be such risky drivers? The following is a list of their primary risk factors. 

Lack of skill 
Novice teenage drivers have not yet completely mastered basic vehicle handling skills and safe-driving knowledge they need to drive safely. 

Carrying passengers 
For teenagers, the risk of being in a crash increases when they transport passengers.  The fatality risk for drivers ages 16 to17 is 3.6 times higher when they are driving with passengers than when they are driving alone, and the relative risk of a fatal crash increases with the number of passengers. Peer passengers   may distract teen drivers and encourage them to take more risks, especially young males riding with young male drivers. 

Night driving 
The per mile crash rate for teenage drivers is three times higher after 9 p.m.  This is because driving at night is more difficult; teens have less experience driving at night than during the day; teens are often sleep deprived; and teenage recreational driving, which sometimes involves alcohol, is more likely to occur at night.
Not wearing seat belts 
Teenagers tend to wear safety belts less often than older drivers.   

Risk taking 
Teenagers tend to take more risks while driving partly due to overconfidence. Young, novice drivers are more likely to engage in risky behaviors like speeding, tailgating, running red lights, violating traffic signs and signals, making illegal turns, passing dangerously, and failure to yield to pedestrians. 

Alcohol and drugs 
Driving under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs is a common cause of serious crashes, especially fatal ones, involving teenage drivers. Teenagers who drink and drive are at much greater risk of serious crashes than are older drivers with equal concentrations of alcohol in their blood. 

Poor hazard detection 
The ability to detect hazards in the driving environment depends on perceptual and information-gathering skills and involves properly identifying stimuli as potential threats. It takes time for young novice drivers to acquire this ability. 

Low risk perception 
Risk perception involves subjectively assessing the degree of threat posed by a hazard and one's ability to deal with the threat. Young novice drivers tend to underestimate the crash risk in hazardous situations and overestimate their ability to avoid the threats they identify. 
From California DMV’s website: http://www.dmv.ca.gov/teenweb/more_btn6/traffic/traffic.htm.
Activity Ideas 

for Teen Crashes GTG Week

Act Out Loud Yearbook  (featured Facebook activity)
What’s the Point: The goal for this activity is to get as many friends as possible to participate in the “Act Out Loud Yearbook” contest on Facebook. This simple project shows that we are all connected and together we can make our voices heard.

How it Works:

· Beginning in April, go to the Act Out Loud Facebook page and download the Act Out Loud Yearbook application.

· The application will access your profile and photo collection to pull the top 10 friends that you are tagged with in your photos.
· Once the Top 10 friends’ photos are generated, the application creates a short video/photo montage that captures you and your friends.
· The video montage can be shared on your Facebook wall for all your friends to see.
· The video ends with a message, “I’m doing something to ensure more memories are in our future – I am writing lawmakers to voice my support for stronger graduated licensing laws for safer streets. You can too!”
· Application prompts users with a simple button to e-mail local lawmakers.

· The Top 10 friends that were pulled are then tagged in the user’s wall post that notifies them about the video and encourages them to participate and create their own video experience.

· Users who create and share their video are entered into the overall sweepstakes to win a total of $11,000: $1,000 each for the user who created the video montage and each of the friends featured.

· If your school has an Act Out Loud chapter, you are encouraged to work together. The school that generates the most Facebook apps at the end of the program period wins points towards their Act Out Loud projects.
· Application is live April 2-May 6, 2012.

· Winners will be announced the week of May 14, 2012.

Caption Competition
What’s the Point: The goal of this project is to get students to think about ways to derail a potentially unsafe driving situation.  We want you to think about actual words you can use when asking - or telling - a driver to change their behavior to drive safely.

We’ve all had that moment when we wanted to say something about the driver’s speed, lack of a seatbelt, or being distracted by a cell phone. But something usually makes us hold back. Perhaps the driver will think less of us if we sound like we’re afraid. Perhaps the driver will take it as a personal criticism. Perhaps the driver will just stop doing it before an accident happens. Maybe it’ll all just go away. 

How it works:

Use the scenes suggested or make up your own to run a caption competition. Get permission from your principal and work with your school administration to award prizes for the best entries. The best entries should be something someone could really say which would stop the reckless behavior. This might be something funny, clever or just plain effective. 

Post the competition in a way that will get attention. This might be a notice board or a classroom newsletter. Make sure the school administration knows about it and is advertising it in announcements and in classrooms. 

Be clear about the rules, like when the contest is beginning and ending, and what the prizes are for winning entries. You might also want to plan a way to publicize the winners and the winning entries. Be creative about how to use the winning phrases to gather attention for your campaign. Here are some suggestions to help you start thinking: 

· The winning caption could be incorporated into the week’s Teen Crashes GTG school announcements.

· Announce the winner at a school-wide event. Provide the winner with a certificate including their caption.
· Post the winning caption on the New York Teen Safe Driving Coalition page on Facebook.
· Publish the best captions in your school newspaper.
· If your school has a broadcast class, ask the class produce a video PSA with the scenario and the winning caption.

· Include the caption in a skit.

You are not limited to these ideas. The most important thing is that people are thinking about effective things to say, and to see and hear some creative ideas. 

Following are ideas for setting up a caption competition and recording captions submitted by students. Choose one of these scenes or make up your own!

	Teen Crashes GTG

Caption Competition
Consider this scene:

Scene 1 

The driver is reading/writing text messages while driving. He is not watching the road.

Scene 2

The driver is not wearing a seatbelt. The passenger is.

Scene 3 

Three friends are piling into the driver’s car after a school event. A friend is passing by.




Write your caption below!
And the passenger says…






entered by
home room

1. ​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________ 
_________ 
_______

2. ____________________________________________________ 
_________
________

3. ____________________________________________________ 
_________
________

4. ____________________________________________________ 
_________
_______

5. ____________________________________________________ 
________
________

6. ____________________________________________________ 
________
_______

7. ____________________________________________________
________
_______

8. ____________________________________________________ 
________
_______

9. ____________________________________________________ 
_________
________
10. ___________________________________________________ 
________
________

Door Decorating Contest
What’s the Point: The goal of this project is for students to learn about teen safe driving by decorating the doors of your school with information that will educate students about the dangers of distracted driving.

How it Works:

· In advance:

· Present the idea of a door-decorating contest to the principal. Make sure that you get permission to do the project before you start planning.
· Pick a time period to host the project. Do you want it to last a day, a couple of days or a week?
· Consider conducting a survey of students before the decorating begins to see how much they know about distracted driving.
· Decide on some rules for the contest. Here are some sample rules:

· The decorations should focus on promoting safe driving practices or putting a stop to distracted driving.
· The decorations must be limited to the area of the door.
· The door should feature at least three statistics related to GDL or distracted driving.
· The door should have a catchy theme or slogan.
· Be creative and have fun!

· Decide on how you want to organize the door decorating. Do you want an entire class to work on one door? An entire homeroom? Just a group of students?

· Make sure to have a prize for the contest. Ask a local business to donate something students in your school would want to win.
· Ask people to be judges. You might want to ask your principal, teachers, the business owner who donated the prize or students. You could also ask local police officers, city officials, and favorite TV and radio personalities to help judge.
· Promote your project with some great posters placed on several doors in the school building. To be really creative, you could bring in an old door to the school, paint it to promote the project, and place it in the cafeteria.
· After the door decorating contest, do another survey to see how much the students in your school have learned about distracted driving.
Chalk the Block
What’s the Point: Getting the word out about the dangers of distracted driving is easy when you create some buzz by writing statistics and other info with sidewalk chalk on your school parking lot and sidewalk.

How it Works:

· Get permission from your principal before you do the project. Explain why you want to chalk and what sort of information will be conveyed.
· Buy some sidewalk chalk.
· Get together a group of friends or your Teen Crashes GTG committee. Discuss the dangers of distracted driving and the purpose of the project. Choose some facts and slogans that work for your school.
· Before or after school one day, write some distracted driving statistics and other slogans, information, pictures, etc. on the sidewalks and parking lots of your school. Students will be able to see your work when they come to school later that day or the next day.
· Find a large spot of sidewalk or parking lot where you can write a short pledge. Have everyone who comes to school sign below the pledge to show their support for putting an end to distracted driving.
· Take a picture of everyone near the pledge.
· Get some extra sidewalk chalk to hand out to students at your school. Encourage them to use it to write their own messages in their own neighborhoods to prevent distracted driving, if it’s safe to do so.
· After you do your “chalking”, ask your principal if it is okay for you to tie ribbons onto parked cars. Purchase some white ribbon and tie it to the antennas of cars parked in your school’s lots to serve as an additional reminder of the dangers of distracted driving. With permission, you could also put some statistics under car wind-shield wipers for even more impact!
Wii Work Against Impaired Driving
What’s the Point: Have fun showing how important it is to drive sober. Use MarioKart Wii and Fatal Vision Goggles to show what it’s like to drive impaired. If your school doesn’t have MarioKart or Fatal Vision Goggles, your local STOP-DWI Committee may be a useful resource.

How it Works:

· Pick a night to have your event. Make sure that there aren’t any other big events happening the same night and get permission from the principal.
· Pick a place to have the event. You’ll want a room big enough to have a large screen so you can project the game for everyone to see. You’ll probably want two or three games going at the same time. See if you can borrow some Wiis.
· Once you have the night and place picked out, make some flyers to pass out at school. Use bright colors and a simple message to promote your project.
The night of your project, make sure to have:

· Lots of comfortable seats.
· Two or three Wii games going on large screens.
· Plenty of Fatal Vision Goggles.
· Snacks and water.
· Music that will get everyone excited.
· A sheet with impaired driving information and statistics that people can take home.
· A door prize: a Wii or Wii games would be perfect! Ask a local business to donate some games.
*Be sure to review information about preventing underage drinking and over 21 impaired driving both before and after game time.

*You could set up two stations: one for using the Fatal Vision Goggles, and one for students to text and drive. For the texting station, have each student type out the message “The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog” three times while driving around the track. It’s not as easy as it sounds!

Catch Those Z’s
What’s the Point: Sponsor a poster contest on the topic of preventing drowsy driving.

How it Works:

· Get permission to hold a poster contest and announce it as part of the morning announcements during your Teen Crashes GTG Week.

· Create and distribute a flyer with information about the poster contest that includes facts about drowsy driving. Information about drowsy driving is readily available at http://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/injury_prevention/driving_drowsy.htm.
· Find a sponsor for this project and ask them to provide a prize for your contest. The sponsor may want to present the prize at the school assembly. Select prizes that will motivate students at your school.
· Gather a panel of judges to help you decide who should win. Display the winner’s poster in school and award a great prize!

Formulate rules for the poster contest. Include the rules with the flyer and drowsy driving facts. Here are some suggestions:

· The poster should have a message related to preventing drowsy driving, and may include a catchy slogan or title, and appropriate facts.
· Be creative!
· Include your name and contact information on the back of the poster.
· Hand in your poster at (location) by (date and time). Late entries will not be accepted.
Seatbelts: The KEY to Safety! 
What’s the Point: Create key chains with seat belt webbing to remind students to buckle up!
How it Works:

· Get permission to invite students to a meeting of your organization to make their own key chains during Teen Crashes GTG week.
· You will need:

· Seat belt webbing (from auto supply store), cut into 1”x 6” strips
· Key chain hardware (round, metal ring from hardware store)
· Decorative duct tape, fabric paint and other decorative items
· Decorate the webbing, then loop it through the round, metal ring to create a colorful keychain.

· The week before your event, create posters to let students know the date, time, place and purpose of your meeting; hang the posters up around school. Be sure to remind students about the date, time and place of this activity during morning announcements at your school.
· Include statistics about the importance of wearing seat belts.

· Consider offering prizes for the most creatively decorated, most colorful, etc.

· Emphasize that these mini-seat belts should go on students’ keychains to be a daily reminder of the importance of buckling up.
Appreciating a Role at Roll Call
What’s the Point: Attend a roll call of local law enforcement to thank officers for their service to your community and their role in youth traffic safety. 

How it Works:

· Contact your local law enforcement agency to see if it is OK for you to come with a group of people to one of their roll calls. What is a roll call? It’s a time when all of the officers working on the next shift meet to talk about important information.
· Ask the law enforcement agency how many officers are involved in roll call and what the best time would be for you to come. You may want to ask them to keep your plan a surprise for the officers you will be thanking.
· Get a group of your friends together to go to the roll call. Prepare something to give to the officers, like certificates or a snack for their shift. Always include a personal, handwritten note and thank them for working to help teens drive safely.
· Go to the roll call and let the officers know about Teen Crashes GTG Week, and about how much you appreciate them and support their efforts to enforce youth traffic safety laws. They will be surprised! Keep your message short and sincere, and give out your treats.
· You may want to go to more than one law enforcement agency.
Teen Crashes GTG Supports	� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.actoutloud.org/sites/default/files/u16/NYTSM_transparent.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Additional activity ideas can be found in the National Youth Traffic Safety 


Month Project Toolkit at � HYPERLINK "http://216.109.148.98/mydocuments/nytsm_toolkit.pdf" �http://216.109.148.98/mydocuments/nytsm_toolkit.pdf�.


Project Toolkit was created by the National Highway Transportation Safety 


Administration, The Allstate Foundation and National Organizations for Youth Safety (NOYS).
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