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November 8, 2011

To:
New York State Driver & Traffic Safety Education Program Administrators

From:
New York State Driver & Traffic Safety Education Team

Re:
New York State Driver & Traffic Safety Education: Act Out Loud Contest
=============================================================


It has been a few months since the last Driver & Traffic Safety Education (DTSE) memo to the field.  There are no updates or changes to the New York State DTSE program: instead, this month’s memo offers news of the National Organization for Youth Safety’s (NOYS) Act Out Loud contest.  The National Act Out Loud Teen Driving Safety Contest was kicked off on October 14, 2011.  


From October 14, 2011 – January 13, 2012 teams of high school students are invited to enter the Act Out Loud contest to participate in three different activities that focus on stronger teen driver safety laws.  The Act Out Loud contest is composed of three activities.  School’s that compete in all three activities will be eligible for the $10,000 grand prize.  For more info please go to: http://www.actoutloud.org/.
Tips & Tricks:

This month’s tips and tricks item addresses the process for amending (form DE-1A) teacher and instructor information. When a teacher or instructor’s credentials are scheduled to expire, your DTSE program administrator fills out a DE-1A amendment form with renewed credentials including driver’s license, NYS secondary teaching certificate, MV-283 card, MV-524 card, and/or proof of completion of the basic 30 hour instructor’s course.  Please note that your program’s most recent Course Approval Notification and Check List (CAN) letter lists all potentially expiring credentials that must be maintained in order for your program to continue its State Education Department approval.  In every case, when an administrator updates one or more of these teacher or instructor’s credentials, all of the individual’s other credentials must be documented under section VI or VII on the DE-1A form.  Additionally, all of that individual’s supportive documentation (not just the item being renewed) must accompany your program’s DE-1A amendment form.  This built in redundancy is necessary for the DTSE office to ensure a high degree of accuracy and efficiency that would not be possible if historic teacher and instructor information had to be referenced any time an amendment form was submitted to the DTSE office. 
Special Note: 


The Department of Motor Vehicles is beginning the design of an automated process for transmitting the information contained on the MV-285R (Roster) for Driver and Traffic Safety Education.  The automated process will replace the current method of mailing rosters to the Utica Processing Center.  DMV’s goal is to develop a process which will reduce paperwork on the part of course providers and allow for a convenient and secure method of supplying the required roster information to the DMV electronically.  This project is slated for implementation during the 2013-14 school year.  As the project team moves forward, we will provide regular updates on their progress.


Thank you for taking the time to read this month’s Driver & Traffic Safety Education memo.  We look forward to providing the best quality service to the field.
Sincerely, The DTSE Team
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