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	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract

Yonkers Public Schools’ proposed Project 4M: Music, Movements, Memory, and Mastery provides a unique opportunity for teacher professional development and student learning opportunities by engaging both groups in the study of lyrics and music that have framed historical movements throughout American History.  Just as The Star Spangled Banner, by Francis Scott Key, has been etched in our consciousness as the National Anthem of the United States (and the world), musical and lyrical compositions in the social sciences provide a primary source insight into historical episodes and a unique motivational input that helps students explore historical movements, commit them to memory and ultimately achieve a level of mastery in their output of speaking/presenting, reading and engaging in the creative arts.  This philosophy of instruction is grounded in the research on Academic Literacy promulgated by historians such as Dr. Harry Stein of Manhattan College.  This theory of Academic Literacy hinges on the notion that the quality of input determines the level of academic processing (through thinking and reasoning) which drives and encourages memory of the content being taught. The richness of memory of content material determines the quality of outputs.  These include, but are not limited to writing, speaking, and engaging in the creative arts.   

Six Project 4M objectives will address the components of the Yonkers Public School Technology plan:

· 100% of  teachers will make use of Apple’s IMAC, flash drives, GarageBand software and audio recorders as they build their soundtracks analyzing each composition for perspective, imagery, emotion and narration of the historical era/event captured by the music and song lyrics;  

· 100% of  teachers will engage in online research to capture music and lyrics in the development of a soundtrack aligning itself to major social science themes from pre-Columbian times (Native American Traditions) through changes wrought by war, through the emotional times of the Civil Rights Era to the current day;  

· 100% of teachers will download available resources and organize tracks in a chronological soundtrack of themes in American History;

· 90% of participating students will demonstrate a 5% increase in scores on the New York State 8th Grade Social Studies Assessment;

· Students and teachers will also memorialize their work in the creation of a soundtrack with each track narrating social science themes which will enhance student motivation, understanding, chronology and perspective of events;

· 100% of the participating public and nonpublic teachers will create learning communities that integrate technology to improve student learning in mathematics, science and English language arts and help students prepare for advancements in technology in successive years of schooling.                                                                                                                                                                                  
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