PART Ill: DOCUMENT-BASED ESSAY

This task is based on the accompanying documents (1-6). Some of these documents have been edited for
the purposes of this task. This task is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents. As
you analyze the documents, take into account both the source of each document and the author's point of
view.

Directions: Read the documents in Part A and answer the questions after each document. Then read the directions
for Part B and write your essay.

Historical Context:

Throughout history, societies have held different viewpoints on governmental decision making and the role of
citizens in this decision-making process. The decision-making process can range from absolute control to
democracy.

Task:
Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history and geography, write an essay that
« Compare and contrast the different viewpoints societies have held about the process of governmental
decision making and about the role of citizens in the political decision-making process.

e Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of a political system that is under the absolute control of a single
individual or a few individuals, or a political system that is a democracy.

NOTE: The scoring rubric for this essay appears opposite.
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Part A
Short Answer

Directions:
« Analyze the documents and answer the questions that follow each document in the space provided.

Document 1

The Wise Man's policy, accordingly,

Will be to empty people's hearts and minds,
To fill their bellies, weaken their ambition,
Give them sturdy frames and always so,

To keep them uninformed, without desire,
And knowing ones not venturing to act.

Be still while you work
And keep full control

Over all.
—Lao Tzu (6th century BC)
1 What role does the citizen play in this political system?
Rubric
SCORE OF 2

» Clearly states nonparticipatory role in the political system
» Understandable difference between political system and economic system

SCORE OF 1

» Vague and/or incomplete information on the role of a citizen
» Misinterpretation of the document

» May contain factual errors

» Reiterates information from document

SCORE OF 0

* Fails to address the question

» No response

» No understanding of document
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Document 2

"We are a democracy because the power to make the laws is given to the
many rather than the few. But while the law gives equal justice to everyone, it has not
failed to reward excellence. While every citizen has an equal opportunity to serve the
public, we reward our most distinguished [best] citizens by asking them to make our
political decisions. Nor do we discriminate against the poor. A man may serve his coun-
try no matter how low his position on the social scale.

An Athenian citizen does not put his private affairs before the affairs of the
state; even our merchants and businessmen know something about politics. We alone
believe that a man who takes no interest in public affairs is more than harmless—he is

useless.”
—"Pericles’ Funeral Oration"
Athens, 5th century BC
2 According to Pericles, what is a responsibility of a citizen in a democracy?
Rubric
SCORE OF 2
» Clearly states a responsibility as noted by Pericles

Service

Public affairs before private affairs

All citizens should know something about politics
Making laws

SCORE OF 1

* Vague, partial, or implied understanding of responsibility within the historical context of Athenian democracy
* Inaccuracies

¢ Shows limited understanding of document

« Reiterates document without analysis

SCORE OF 0

* No understanding of document
* No response

« Blank paper
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Document 2

"We are a democracy because the power to make the laws is given to the
many rather than the few. But while the law gives equal justice to everyone, it has not
failed to reward excellence. While every citizen has an equal opportunity to serve the
public, we reward our most distinguished [best] citizens by asking them to make our
political decisions. Nor do we discriminate against the poor. A man may serve his coun-
try no matter how low his position on the social scale.

An Athenian citizen does not put his private affairs before the affairs of the
state; even our merchants and businessmen know something about politics. We alone
believe that a man who takes no interest in public affairs is more than harmless—he is

useless.”
—"Pericles’ Funeral Oration"
Athens, 5th century BC
2 According to Pericles, what is a responsibility of a citizen in a democracy?
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Score Level

Document 2

"We are a democracy because the power to make the laws is given to the
many rather than the few. But while the law gives equal justice to everyone, it has not
failed to reward excellence. While every citizen has an equal opportunity to serve the
public, we reward our most distinguished [best] citizens by asking them to make our
political decisions. Nor do we discriminate against the poor. A man may serve his coun-
try no matter how low his position on the social scale.

An Athenian citizen does not put his private affairs before the affairs of the
state; even our merchants and businessmen know something about politics. We alone
believe that a man who takes no interest in public affairs is more than harmless—he is

useless.”
—"Pericles’ Funeral Oration”
Athens, 5th century BC
2 According to Pericles, what is a responsibility of a citizen in a democracy?
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Student C

A /LMﬂons“bl‘fl'f‘/ o o c:‘fw'cwq ma domocacyrs 4o
vole _thYour oty ‘/m have o self - woie o

Student D

O QO COLQ0D W SR (%mmnmqm\.

Score Level 0
Student E

TO@OA@YI /XW(/%/mg%émSJ/)o

Student F

/M&)M{pﬂf

61



Document 3

"...Whereas ... King James I, ... did attempt to undermine ... the laws and liber-
ties of this kingdom...

Therefore, the Parliament declares:

1. That the King's supposed power of suspending laws without the consent of
Parliament is illegal.

4. That the levying of taxes for the use of the king without the consent of
Parliament is illegal.

8. That the king should not interfere with the election of members of
Parliament.

13. And that to redress grievances and amend, strengthen, and preserve the
laws, Parliament ought to be held [meet] frequently.”

—The English Bill of Rights, 1689

3 How did the English Bill of Rights change governmental decision making?

Rubric

SCORE OF 2

 Clearly states transition of power from the King to Parliament. The following are acceptable
The King's power is limited
Parliament gains power over the King

SCORE OF 1

» Reiterates contents of document

« Has vague understanding of the transition of power
* May contain factual errors

« Shows limited understanding of document

SCORE OF 0

« Fails to address question

» No response

« No understanding of document
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Document 4

"But what happans whﬂn h’:s $un 55!5'?

Based on this cartoon, who controlled the government of France from the mid-1600s to the early 1700s?

Rubric

SCORE OF 1

¢ Understands that the rule of a country controls the governmental decision-making process
Monarch
King with divine right
Louis XIV
Sun King

SCORE OF 0
¢ No understanding of the cartoon
¢ Incorrect historical information
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Document 5

After Socialism, Fascism combats the whole complex system of democratic
ideology [theory], and repudiates [denies] it, whether in its theoretical premises [basis]
or in its practical application. Fascism denies that the majority, by the simple fact that it
is a majority, can direct human society; it denies that numbers alone can govern by
means of a periodical consultation [elections], and it affirms the . . . beneficial, and fruit-
ful [useful] inequality of mankind, which can never be permanently leveled through . . .
universal suffrage.

—Benito Mussolini, 1932

5 What was the basis of Mussolini's argument against democracy?

Rubric

SCORE OF 2

 Clearly states the idea of the document

« Universal suffrage does not guarantee equality
« Many people cannot effectively rule or govern

SCORE OF 1

« Has some understanding that universal suffrage does not guarantee equality
« Has some understanding that many people cannot effectively rule/govern

» Reiterates main idea without analysis

SCORE OF 0

« Fails to address the question
* No response

« Blank paper
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Document 6

“We the Japanese people, acting through our duly elected representatives in
the National Diet [legislature], resolve that never again shall we be visited with the hor-
rors of war through the action of government, do proclaim that sovereign power resides
with the people and do firmly establish this Constitution. Government is a sacred trust
of the people, the authority for which is derived from the people, the powers of which
are exercised by the representatives of the people, and the benefits of which are
enjoyed by the people. This is a universal principle of mankind upon which this
Constitution is founded. We reject and revoke all constitutions, laws, ordinances, and
rescripts in conflict herewith."

—The Japanese Constitution of 1947

6 Which universal principle is the basis for the Japanese Constitution?

Rubric

SCORE OF 2

« Clearly understands the universal principle of consent by the governed
Sovereign power resides in the people
Government’s authority comes from the people

SCORE OF 1

« Some understanding of the universal principle of consent by the governed
Government is a sacred trust

« Reiterates contents of document without analysis

« May contain factual errors

SCORE OF 0

 Fails to address question
* No response

« Blank paper
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Part B
Document-Based Essay
Specific Rubric

5
Uses at least half of the documents provided
Places documents in historical context
Incorporates relevant outside information related to document
Uses the terms “absolute monarch,” “democracy,” and “fascism” correctly
Either compares or contrasts societies’ viewpoints on the process of governmental decision making
Either compares or contrasts the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
Analyzes advantages and disadvantages of each political system
Weaves documents into body of essay
Writes a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
Includes a strong introduction and conclusion

Uses at least half of the documents provided

Places documents in historical context

Incorporates relevant outside information related to documents

Uses the terms “absolute monarch,” “democracy,” and “fascism” correctly

Either compares or contrasts societies’ viewpoints on the process of governmental decision making
Either compares or contrasts the citizen’s role in the decision-making process

Discusses advantages and disadvantages of each political system

Discussion of documents may be descriptive or analytical

Writes a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization

Includes a good introduction and conclusion

3
Uses at least two of the documents provided
Use of documents within the historical context may be in error
Incorporates limited outside information related to documents
Has limited understanding of political terms
Understands some aspect of the process of governmental decision making
Understands some aspect of the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
Has limited understanding of different political systems
Generally discusses advantages and disadvantages of a political system
Reiterates information from documents
Writes a satisfactorilly developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
Restates the theme in the introduction and concludes with a restatement of the task

2
Attempts to address task with at least one document
No relevant outside information is apparent
Knowledge of political terms and systems is vague, general, or incorrect
Reiterates contents of document
Does not understand process of governmental decision making or citizen'’s role
Writes a poorly organized essay lacking focus
Has vague or missing introduction or conclusion

Demonstrates a very limited understanding of the task
Cannot distinguish between aspects of the task

Fails to use or vaguely refers to documents

Contains factual errors

Essay demonstrates a major weakness in organization
Vague or missing introduction or conclusion

Fails to address the question
No response
Blank paper



Part B
DOCUMENT-BASED ESSAY

Score Level 5

Theodghout historsy, Soetie( have heltcl chibier -
LAS \NEWHOINES 00 QoveinmMental AL CNGAINGINg
cnd tNe rlCS 0% careen( Y Ty decrsionmating
procexﬁ . Thre decrsomnmak mrj pm(_mj (oh Yuhg¢ ¥ om
cibsotuie  (onxyol by G sm@\e LAMGLOUG L o o feaw
ndividuatly gnd o po\W(al Sy Sem mngd Vs G
oamacvacy, There are mony GoYGntagdl ond disadyant
ages & oot Sygeimy OF gGovernwwnt.

n o YGITGrcn form of Governmope dause A6

he cartoeny Pove G Sy in +n e cleciatn g gt
pee Wodo - e GVCEOYOY Nos (owplet e and Hera)

0O A example cd Ty v Musteling { nT dhly.
Duving imy vule, he entrrcec) ¢ forGiitarian SYGH .
AWhougn g WS o yery hGsh Yuwied, e gatned
WOy Mgy e Y6lY fhat iy not heve been oblC fo
he O\(((smll)w\di’\Q(J N o Deimolraty, usinlint L R
e UUe MmNt WeL Tinown o8 Fuiom. owevey, Tate
thare ove (Ome  downirdoet 6 Yoteitariun S¥Stem
e Faclim, oy wWell Meny fiong( the  peoprey
y{%Ng are demnied Wit (Gules Yhem fo beeme
betam@ uhheppy, and if mony ceiel mees them wGnt
o pUIY Ogeing- Tnis Untane glvel it AN
oXGMPIe. 04 S W YW Byencn Regowdfron, Twe Viberals
Wonted 0 havd ¢ yor @ ciemolrGne  coueinMent.

67



nowevey , Xwe  onck rejull of Yhig yeivtiufion

wat et Successtul, becaui® TGN (¢ turned +o

(L fovn OF QOUUNY\QM‘M\N\W\ o NeNaJ
oneiv yuley . Tefovirarian rulend o\t btiveve
yinak A/@é%m evee olectron 8 Shouchk ok
e heid . T ww\d put Dawer vin e Monds

O fno Qedaie, whtch (5 Gy —6gaimt YolGl) -
fay con \d{o loges. This {5 dieedl duscduantage
hecauge (ke m\&/ L net veolly d0tng whad o
beSt tvr g country, daewsq then ke cannok

be Loken awoay fvenn yule Mgss e 1 Gerthnrar.
N o aLmeliGGy, o LGeleFroare— bod ‘e r

m\\\' Wil Nt e re-Rlected. (&, oViN TV\CJ\QVL
Jro«vo\wawom leacdois Moy by(ng & gocd ning,
b feiy  county (e e(dnomic petdrm end
arouurv\ e v vu\e Moy o rult in Hurms) |
o\momg. m (Afrzens, wWnveh in e end ofren
LecthE Yo o diuniey.

Thy (\D%M”K of ota\HinNGmsm (f MMaUGe,.
W dQ‘(Y\OCYC\L\/ NG Cruuuﬂmmf (8 O reprtfentatig
tr xag Deople. i (U zent Gre encumreged
8 WKQ DAYE (A oouemménf 6nd o houe alfay
S YO omeer \MV\O\’ Ao CASCoiny Qv @ Nady (Chllrning,
ety coantry . 0 woy in witCh 1t \§ climondtraled
& kvee oleCron. The peepie Cngoge wch

68




con Qe fnonys o) Wl do Fg et for
nea/ NONBN. An oxample of people biiag

2N COuGged to tGlte POV N _goveraméaf 1y 1'n
Apaent™ ARG, (F wioy O refpongibility ap
0N AYhediopn 4 4ol Dot tn Aery dewccracy
MLZROA el AnOHROY aduantage 68 6 dmecrc
IC ANOY ol of W0 POwev Ly pot put all
WAdey  ang pevfon. This Drevert S thhe Jecce v
bvom  wo\ung  unguit deGSionS, An b xempid of
Wiy woy D Bt ok Rghts ok wWes estab)oy
L England yn Lo §4. This \tinited) tug Powe il 6f
T (g, ond Ollaedd PayiGment 8 go |
(gont  againet and Challeng<  ddersiont OF
418N U/\g4 e gy comi Y e rinat 1 clepeCrac,
LeS8 VRVOTES G, Dhecause fing DLOple ave tiae
ONS  Who male The  dusssiant. Theye fore , Thoy
Gr€ Sarvfhed ot of g e wikh winhak
AN decgien (S Ponegev. ¢ e intcialy lid
Nal 6 Negoatiue Side . Semetinol, U'h 200
Yoo v Yight ¢ tdo San‘cL(&\y,, ond T('-QM oduaﬁ’rag<
OfF e I Awie (Cfe . o ntolitoriun [€6do ¢
wolld we  more SUcCesSrul, Simply pecouie g
WOy eaSi\y o able o cONTrol e Deopie
Lhad  gmefih Ghy dhreetS v e goveinmend .

69



Bot Lydtemnms howe Pm& anch C(\'m&

Vowdyer, \ £ (<cemg pnat demodiacy (g

Mmoe e aent PO(\‘(\/ (N the end. e [MG(J’?OI‘{"Z\Q
nerrens,  Sach a8 i (S pnd engand,

(ROM 10 Waue 16X problemy tan  total g,

Governmont { W (munigt Wha and
fimgm. Net, ’\/Y]V(Lujﬂ\out\’ hivkony , e

ety A O Ceg AVAR: axantil A ANCV/TRYAS

have hacd tneiy  OrIYht painvy ond dane
ROCNYS

Commentary
Score Level 5

» Uses at least half of the documents provided (four)

» Places documents in historical context—e.g., French Revolution as the outcome of Louis XIV's rule

* Incorporates outside information related to the documents—i.e., when student brings in the restoration of the
monarchy in France after the revolution (return of France to Old Regime)

» Uses political terms correctly

« Compares and contrasts both societies’ viewpoints and the citizen’s role in the decision-making process

« Strong analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of each political system

* Weaves documents into the body of the essay by using an in-depth analysis and discussion

« Shows a thorough understanding of the task by making appropriate connections between absolutism and democ-
racy

« Includes a strong introduction and a conclusion that shows a depth of insight and analysis
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Score Level 5
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Commentary
Score Level 5

Uses at least half of the documents provided (four)

Places documents in historical context—e.g., Versailles and divine right with Louis XIV

Incorporates relevant outside information related to the documents—e.g., divine right, Versailles, English king as
a figure-head

Uses political terms correctly

Compares/contrasts societies’ viewpoints on the process of governmental decision making
Compares/contrasts the citizen’s role in the decision-making process

Analyzes advantages and disadvantages of each political system

Weaves documents into the body of the essay by using analysis and discussion

Shows an understanding of the task by making appropriate connections between absolutism and democracy
Includes a strong introduction and a conclusion that summarizes the main points of the essay
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Score Level 4
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Commentary
Score Level 4

Uses at least half of the documents provided (four), although Documents 2 and 3 are only mentioned

Places documents in historical context

Incorporates limited outside information—Russia’s Czarist government. Other examples are mentioned

Uses the terms “absolutism” and “democracy” correctly

Compares/contrasts societies’ viewpoints on the process of governmental decision-making

Compares/contrasts the citizen’s role in the decision-making process

Includes some facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical (e.g., Document 1)
Includes a general discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of a democracy

Essay is well developed with a somewhat logical plan of organization

Includes a good introduction and conclusion
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Score Level 4
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Commentary
Score Level 4

» Uses at least half of the documents provided (three), although discussion of Document 1 is superficial

* Places documents in historical context—e.g., Louis XIV

* Incorporates limited outside information related to the documents—Louis XIV

* Uses the terms “absolute monarch” and “democracy” correctly

» Compares/contrasts societies’ viewpoints on the process of governmental decision making

» Discusses the citizen’s role in the decision-making process

* Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical—e.g., Athens
» Discusses advantages and disadvantages of a democracy

» Essay is well developed with a logical and clear plan of organization

» Good introduction and strong conclusion
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Commentary
Score Level 3

» Uses at least two of the documents provided; (four) are briefly summarized

» Use of documents within the historical context, but there may be errors (e.g., fascism)

* Incorporates some outside information related to the documents (e.g., discussion of monarchy)
» Has limited understanding of political terms (e.g., fascism)

» Understands some aspects of the process of governmental decision making (e.g., democracy)
» Understands some aspects of the citizen’s role in the decision-making process

» Has limited understanding of different political systems

» Refers to advantages and disadvantages of both systems with little discussion

» Superficial discussion of information in documents

» Restates the theme in the introduction and concludes with a restatement of the task
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Commentary
Score Level 3

Uses at least two of the documents provided; three are used, but there is only slight reference to Documents 1
and 2

Some use of documents within the historical context, but with superficial discussion and errors (e.g., English citi-
zens have no ambition or desire)

Incorporates limited outside information which is not related to the documents

Shows limited understanding of the political terms “democracy” and “absolutism”

Understands some aspects of the process of governmental decision making

Limited discussion of the citizen’s role in the decision-making process

Limited understanding of different political systems

General discussion of advantages and disadvantages of a political system with few specific supporting facts
Uses information in Document 3, but has few supporting facts

Writes a satisfactorily developed essay which shows a general plan of organization

Restates the theme in the introduction and concludes with a simple restatement of the theme
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Commentary
Score Level 2

» Attempts to address task with reference to two documents, although some information is misinterpreted—e.g.,
Japan

* No relevant outside information is apparent

« Knowledge of political terms and systems is vague and contains incorrect information—e.g., monarchy

« Does not understand process of governmental decision making nor citizen’s role

« Attempts to address advantages and disadvantages of a democracy

» Essay lacks focus because few facts, examples, and details are included

« Introduction and conclusion are present, but vague
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Commentary
Score Level 2

« Attempts to address some aspects of the task, making limited use of the documents, Documents 3 and 6 are
misinterpreted

Sparta’s government is mentioned as outside information

Knowledge of political terms and systems is weak and sometimes incorrect (e.g., Mussolini)

Does not understand process of governmental decision making or the citizen'’s role

Does not address advantages or disadvantages of a political system

Essay lacks focus

Presents few facts, examples, and details are included and many of those are incorrect

Introduction restates theme; conclusion is vague
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Commentary
Score Level 2

Attemptes to address task by making vague, unclear references to the documents
No relevant outside information is presented

Cannot distinguish between different aspects of the task

Essay demonstrates major weakness in organization

Uses few relevant facts, details, or examples

Introduction restates the theme; conclusion is vague and personal
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Commentary
Score Level 1

¢ Demonstrates limited understanding of the task with no references to the documents

¢ Presents no relevant outside information

« Cannot distinguish between different aspects of the task; in fact, only advantages and disadvantages are
addressed

e Attempts to complete the task, but essay demonstrates major weakness in organization

e Uses few relevant facts, details, or examples

¢ No introduction or conclusion
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Appendix A
GLOBAL HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY REGENTS SPECIFICATIONS GRID

Range of Items by Standard and Historical Era
(Multiple-Choice )

Standardsy, 1 2 3 4 5
US and NY World History Geography Economics Civics,
Unit History Citizenship and
Gov’t

Methodology of
Global History and
Geography

UNIT TWO

Expanding _ 3.7
Zones of

Exchange

UNIT FOUR

First Global Age

UNIT SIX
Crisis and
Achievement
(1900-1945)

UNIT EIGHT
Global Connections
and
Interactions

Total
# of 0-10 17-34 15-18 5-24 3-22 50
Questions
0-20% 34-68% 30-36% 10-48% 6-44% 100%
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Appendix B
GLOBAL HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY REGENTS SPECIFICATIONS GRID

Actual Items by Standard and Unit

Standards, 1 2 3 4 5
US and NY World History Geography Economics Civics,

*Unit

Methodology of
Global History and
Geography

History

Citizenship and
Gov’t

UNIT ONE
Ancient World

47

UNIT TWO
Expanding
Zones of
Exchange

9,10

UNIT THREE
Global
Interactions

13,14

11,12

15

UNIT FOUR
First Global Age

17,20

16

19

18,21

UNIT FIVE
Age of Revolution

23,28,29

22,27

24,25,26

UNIT SIX
Crisis and
Achievement
(1900-1945)

30,34,42,43

32,33

31

UNIT SEVEN
20th Century
Since
1945

35

38,43

37,40

39,42

36,41

UNIT EIGHT
Global Connections
and
Interactions

44,45

Cross topical

46,47,48,49

50

Total
# of
Questions

18

13

10

10

50

% of ltems by
Standard

2%

36%

26%

20%

20%

100%
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Appendix C

Components and Weighting of the Global History and Geography

Regents Examination

essay question*

ITEM TYPE NUMBER OF ITEMS PERCENT OF THE TEST
Multiple-choice items* 50 55%
Thematic essay* 1 15%

Document-based 1 15% - Scaffolded question

15% - Analytical essay
TOTAL =30%

Components of the Global History and Geography Regents Sampler

Keyed to the Social Studies Standards

ITEM TYPE

STANDARD(S)

Multiple-choice*

(See Multiple-Choice Specifications Grid)

Thematic essay*

World History
Geography

Document-based question*

Civics, Citizenship, and Government

* There is no choice of essay questions on the Global History Regents examination.
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New York State Education Department, Room 681 EBA, Albany, NY 12234

Global History and Geography Regents Examination
Test Sampler Draft, Spring 1999
Comment Sheet

YES No

1. Content—Are the questions generally appropriate in content?

Comments:

2. Difficulty—Are the questions generally appropriate in difficulty?

Comments:

3. Directions—Are the directions in the Test Sampler Draft clear

and easy for students to follow?
Comments:

4. Time—Would most of the students be able to complete the
Test Sampler Draft within the time allotted (3 hours)?

Comments:

5. Additional Comments:

Please fax this sheet to (518) 473-4884 or malil it to the New York State Education Department at the above address.
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