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This graphic organizer is complete and accurate. The student has provided three correct text-based 
challenges faced by Bill Watterson in his work (“Due Dates”/“doesn’t have time to revise”; “Sunday 
Strips”/“they have to be in color which takes time”; “Ideas”/“Sometimes he can’t think of anything to 
write about”).

Reading Anchor Cluster 1A

correct

correct

correct
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Reading Anchor Cluster 1B

In this response, the student has provided ample text-based details to explain how the message in the 
cartoon applies to Bill Watterson’s method of working (“at times he can’t fi nd any motives, like Calvin”; 
“Calvin says that you have to be in a state of panic in order to turn on your creativity and get ideas 
fl owing. When Watterson does this his gets his strip done but it might not be the best he could do”).

text detail

text detail

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 1C

33

In this response, the student has provided ample text-based details to explain the important role of 
Roald Dahl’s notebook in his writing process (“that is where his ideas bloom and blossom”; “If he 
doesn’t get his ideas on paper he’ll forget them”; “Without his book his ideas would just be from memory 
and not as strong”).

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 1D

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 1D

text detail

text detail

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 1D

In this extended response, the student has provided ample text-based details to compare the work habits 
of Bill Watterson and Roald Dahl. The response includes their similarities (“Both write down their ideas 
in a notebook”; “It’s hard for them to get really good ideas”) and their differences (“Watterson … has 
many deadlines”/“Dahl doesn’t have deadlines but he has a lot more to write”; “Watterson tries to get 
inspiration from a certan subject”/“Dahl has things pop in his head”; “Dahl’s goal is to have good and 
original plots”/“Watterson’s inspiration comes from things around him”). The response also includes an 
explanation of how the authors’ work habits contribute to their success (“they both use notebooks they 
can sort through their ideas better and get good plots”). The response is organized and focused, and it 
addresses all parts of the task. The writing is fl uent and has a sense of voice.

Note: The student is not penalized for failing to indent paragraphs.

Cluster Score = 5

Taken as a whole, the responses fulfi ll all the requirements of the task. The student has demonstrated a 
thorough understanding of both passages and has supported that understanding with ample text-based 
details. The responses reveal that the student has an understanding of the work habits of Bill Watterson 
and Roald Dahl and how those habits helped them become successful.



Page 25

31

This graphic organizer is complete and accurate. The student has provided three correct text-based 
challenges faced by Bill Watterson in his work (“to come up with ideas”; “fusses with the wording, 
juggling the various concerns”; “Coloring the Sunday strips … is time consuming”).

Reading Anchor Cluster 2A

correct

correct

correct
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Reading Anchor Cluster 2B

In this response, the student has provided text-based details to explain how the message in the cartoon 
applies to Bill Watterson’s method of working (“Waterson enjoys sitting outside while he writes because 
the various things around him can trigger an idea”).

text detail

text detail
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33

In this response, the student has provided ample text-based details to explain the important role of 
Roald Dahl’s notebook in his writing process (“holds every idea of a plot that ever came to Dahl’s mind. 
Many ideas are not good, but the good ones are always used”).

Reading Anchor Cluster 2C

text detail

text detail
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34

Reading Anchor Cluster 2D

text detail

text detail

text detail



Page 29

Reading Anchor Cluster 2D

text detail

text detail

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 2D

In this extended response, the student has provided ample text-based details to compare the work habits 
of Bill Watterson and Roald Dahl. The response includes their similarities (“Once an idea pops into their 
head, these writers both scribble or sketch the idea out quickly”; “both have a notebook”; “have many 
good plots and then ones that aren’t good enough to publish”) and their differences (“Watterson comes 
up with ideas by staring at a blank sheet of paper … and lets his mind wander”/“Dahl comes up with 
ideas by just having them pop into his mind … once he has the beginning of a plot, he works with it”). 
The response also includes an explanation of how the authors’ work habits contribute to their success 
(“Once they have a good idea or plot that is interesting, they work at perfecting it”). The response is 
organized and focused, and it addresses all parts of the task. The writing is fl uent and has a sense of 
voice.

Cluster Score = 5

Taken as a whole, the responses fulfi ll all the requirements of the task. The student has demonstrated a 
thorough understanding of both passages and has supported that understanding with ample text-based 
details. The responses reveal that the student has an understanding of the work habits of Bill Watterson 
and Roald Dahl and how those habits helped them become successful.
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Reading Anchor Cluster 3A

correct

correct

correct

This graphic organizer is complete and accurate. The student has provided three correct text-based 
challenges faced by Bill Watterson in his work (“on a deadline”; “can’t think of anything to draw”; “draw 
a lot of strips a day”).
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Reading Anchor Cluster 3B

In this response, the student has provided text-based details to explain how the message in the cartoon 
applies to Bill Watterson’s method of working (“he can’t always think of something to draw”; “The boy 
in the comic says he is waiting for inspiration and thats what Bill does”).

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 3C

In this response, the student has provided several text-based details to explain the important role of 
Roald Dahl’s notebook in his writing process (“thats where he writes his ideas”; “about every story and 
children’s book had started in that journal. without the journal he wouldn’t remember his ideas”).

33

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 3D

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 3D

text detail

text detail

text detail

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 3D

In this extended response, the student has provided some text-based details to compare the work habits 
of Bill Watterson and Roald Dahl. The response includes their similarities (“both are writers and write 
entertaining stories”) and their differences (“Bill writes comic strips and not stories”; “Roald writes many 
stories about different characters and Bill sticks to writing about Calvin and Hobbes”). The response also 
includes an explanation of how the authors’ work habits contribute to their success (“[Bill] waits until 
he has an idea and then writes it down”; “his wife read them before he starts inking them so he knows 
which ones are good”; “[Roald] will write down his ideas as soon as he gets them”; “adds on to his ideas 
laters”; “Their good methods are reasons why they are famous, besides that their stories are good too”). 
The response is organized and generally focused, with some sense of voice, and primarily uses simple 
sentences and basic vocabulary.

Cluster Score = 4

Taken as a whole, the responses fulfi ll most requirements of the task and are essentially logical 
and accurate. The student has addressed key elements of both passages but has demonstrated a 
predominantly literal understanding of the work habits of Bill Watterson and Roald Dahl and how those 
habits helped them become successful. The extended response lacks the elaboration and specifi c details 
needed to achieve a higher score point.
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31

Reading Anchor Cluster 4A

correct

correct

This graphic organizer is essentially complete and accurate. The student has provided two correct text-
based challenges faced by Bill Watterson in his work (“never knows what will trigger a workable idea”; 
“can write for a whole afternoon, but sometimes he can’t write at all”), but the answer in the last box 
(“doesn’t know if an hour will be wasted time or the most productive hour”) repeats the idea in the 
second box.
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Reading Anchor Cluster 4B

In this response, the student has provided some text-based details to explain how the message in the 
cartoon applies to Bill Watterson’s method of working (“has to wait to be inspired”; “has to want to 
write, and be in the right mood”; “doesn’t wait til the last minute, he often has his strips done weeks 
before the due date”).

text detail

text detail

text detail
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In this response, the student has provided some text-based details to explain the important role of Roald 
Dahl’s notebook in his writing process (“almost every story … he has ever written stared out as a 3 or 
4-line note in his notebook”; “helped him to plot stories and without it he would be hopeless”).

Reading Anchor Cluster 4C

33

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 4D

34

text detail

text detail

text detail

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 4D

text detail

text detail

text detail
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In this extended response, the student has provided some text-based details to compare the work habits 
of Bill Watterson and Roald Dahl. The response includes their similarities (“both usually can’t just write 
a story … have to sit, and wait to be inspired”; “both of them have notebooks where they write their 
story plots”) and their differences (“Watterson perfects his writing by ripping up a story that he fi nds is 
very bad, but Dahl saves each and every story”; “Dahl sits in his workroom, and Watterson sits outside, 
to be inspired”). The response also includes an explanation of how the authors’ work habits contribute 
to their success (“when Dahl saves his story outlines he can turn every idea into an actual story”; “Every 
time he [Watterson] did not like a story he had written, he would rip it up, and start all over, and in 
doing this he made his stories better”). The response is organized and generally focused, with some sense 
of voice.

Cluster Score = 4

Taken as a whole, the responses fulfi ll most requirements of the task and are essentially logical 
and accurate. The student has addressed key elements of both passages but has demonstrated a 
predominantly literal understanding of the work habits of Bill Watterson and Roald Dahl and how those 
habits helped them become successful. The extended response lacks the elaboration and specifi c details 
needed to achieve a higher score point.

Reading Anchor Cluster 4D
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This graphic organizer is complete and accurate. The student has provided three correct text-based 
challenges faced by Bill Watterson in his work (“Sometimes he can’t think of anything to write”; “often 
thinks his writing needs more work”; “has to take a lot of time to pick colors for the Sunday paper”).

correct

correct

correct

Reading Anchor Cluster 5A
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Reading Anchor Cluster 5B

text detail

text detail

In this response, the student has provided a limited explanation of how the message in the cartoon 
applies to Bill Watterson’s method of working (“uses stuff around him for inspiration”; “needs to be in 
the correct mood to write something, he can’t just come up with something”).
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Reading Anchor Cluster 5C

33

text detail

text detail

In this response, the student has provided a few text-based details to explain the important role of Roald 
Dahl’s notebook in his writing process (“puts all his ideas in that notebook … even if they are bad 
stories”).
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34

Reading Anchor Cluster 5D

text detail

text detail
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Reading Anchor Cluster 5D

In this extended response, the student has provided a few text-based details to compare the work habits 
of Bill Watterson and Roald Dahl. The response includes some similarities (“both have some achieving 
stories”) and differences (“Roald’s short stories aren’t always used”; “Bill writes stuff down and mostley 
earases. Roald likes to write stuff down immediatly after getting an idea”). In addition, a general 
difference is included (“Bill Watterson writes for comics. Roald Dahl writes short stories”). There is no 
explanation of how the authors’ work habits contribute to their success. There is an attempt to maintain 
focus and organization, but the response lacks the specifi c details needed to make it complete.

Cluster Score = 3

Taken as a whole, the responses fulfi ll some requirements of the task and indicate that the student has a 
partial understanding of both passages. While the responses include some accurate conclusions about 
the work habits of Bill Watterson and Roald Dahl, the responses are sketchy and lack specifi c details and 
elaboration.

text detail

text detail




